BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES PROGRAM
LAB POLICIES
1. You are expected to attend the lab section for which you are registered. If you miss your lab, notify
your instructor immediately by e-mail. You must have a valid, documented excuse for missing your
regular lab section to be allowed to make up a lab without penalty. The validity of excuses for
missed labs or assignments will be determined by your instructor. If you do not have
documentation for missing your lab, you may be given the opportunity to makeup assignments of
graded materials at the discretion of your instructor. This work will be done outside of the
laboratory and will be penalized 20% of the total points. In this case, missed quizzes cannot be
made up. Missed labs generally must be made up within the same week. If you know in advance
that you are unable to make your regular sections, contact your lab TA earlier in the week.
2. If you are ill with an infection that may be contagious by casual contact (e.g., a cold or flu), you
should not attend class. Furthermore, if you have a fever associated with any illness, you should not
attend class until you have been free of fever for at least 24 hours. The instructor reserves the right to
ask any student to leave the classroom at any time if there is a reasonable likelihood that the
student's presence in the classroom places other students at substantial risk of infection.
3. Graded assignments are due at the beginning of the lab session one week after the actual lab work
was done, unless otherwise noted. Assignments turned in after the start of the lab session will be
considered late work. NOTE: Students who attend a lab session other than their officially registered
section and perform an experiment which require a data sheet or lab report must still turn in their
work at the beginning of their officially registered section on the following week. If you are unable
to turn in your work during your regular lab section and are not able to hand it in directly to your
instructor, DO NOT leave an assignment at your instructor's office. Rather, (1) make a photocopy of
your lab report for safekeeping and (2) hand in the original to the staff of the departmental office
(220 Bartram Hall) during regular office hours (8 a.m.- 4 p.m.).
4. Late work will be penalized 10% of the total points per day (weekends, i.e., Friday to Monday, are
counted as two days and U.F.-recognized holidays are not counted). NOTE: The weekends
preceding and following the Semester Break holidays will be counted.
5. Students may be allowed to turn in assignments on which they did not participate in the collection of
data, at the discretion of the lab instructor. These assignments will be penalized 20% of the points.
6. No food or drink is permitted in the labs and students are expected to leave the lab as clean and
orderly as it was when they arrived for class. NOTE: All scraps of paper, paper towels, broken cover
slips and slides, masking tape, and any other trash must be properly disposed of by the students
themselves.
7. Students are not allowed to wear sandals or open-toed shoes in the laboratories.
8. Academic Honesty. The University requires all members of its community to be honest in all
endeavors. Cheating, plagiarism, and other acts diminish the process of learning. When students
enroll at UF they commit themselves to honesty and integrity. Your instructor fully expects you to
adhere to the academic honesty guidelines you signed when you were admitted to UF.
As a result of completing the registration form at the University of Florida, every student has signed
the following statement: "I understand the University of Florida expects its students to be honest in
all their academic work. I agree to adhere to this commitment to academic honesty and understand
that my failure to comply with this commitment may result in disciplinary action up to and including
expulsion from the University." Furthermore, on work submitted for credit by UF students, the
following pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received
unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” It is to be assumed that all work will be completed
independently unless the assignment is defined as a group project, in writing by the professor. This
policy will be vigorously upheld at all times in this course. Any evidence of such academic
dishonesty will result in the loss of all points on that graded assignment. Additionally, the names of
those students so penalized will be reported to the University's Office of Student Judicial Affairs.
If you are aware of a climate that promotes academic dishonesty, please notify the instructor or
contact the Student Honor Court (392-1631) or the Cheating Hotline (392-6999).

